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War is obsolete

We all live on one planet
We are one

The means are
the ends in the making



The means are
the ends in the making



Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.

Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies violence,

And toughness multiplies toughness

In a descending spiral of destruction...

The chain reaction of evil—hate begetting hate,

Wars producing more wars —must be broken,

Or we shall be plunged into
The dark abyss of annihilation.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Strength o Love, 1963




“If you don't live it, it won’t come out of
your horn.”

Charlie Parker
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What if fighting, violence, and war were preventable--and
we simply didn’t know it? What if we didn’t know it
because we had never fully tried to prevent them? What
if we had never really tried because we had never reaily
believed prevention to be possible?

I'have a friend who says that all of life can be divided into
two columns: those things one cannot affect and those
things one can. Not long ago, diseases and epidemics
were believed to fall into the first category. Yet now the
prevention of most epidemics and many diseases is
widely accepted. Is it possible that the iInnocent children,
women, and men dying at this very moment--from a
stray bullet, terrorist bomb, or air raid--are dying
needlessly from a disease as preventable as smallpox?

Bill Ury
The Third Side




The means are the ends in the making

What peoples and nations can do instead of war:

In Session 6
A. nonviolent conflict resolution processes

B. appropriate, humanitarian foreign aid

In Session 7
C. international law

D. international cooperation and collaboration



Reading List for Session 6

Essential Reading

A. Nonviolent Conflict Resolution Processes
+ Essay

+ Focus Questions and Activities

CASE STUDIES
+ Diplomatic Innovation Prevents War

+ A Diplomat Speaks Out

« Desmond Tutu and South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission
+ Truth and Reconciliation Commissions

+ Neve Shalom Wahat al Salam

+ Living Room Dialogue Groups

+ Nonviolent Resistance: Pashtun Pacifists

B. Appropriate, Humanitarian Foreign Aid

+ Central Asia Institute

+ Peace Corps

- Heifer International

- If Rich Countries Would Boost Aid

FOCUS ON THE UNITED STATES

« QOverview: Terror, Love, and the State of the World

- Where Your Income Tax Money Really Goes

» What Our Money Could Fund

+ Afghanistan: 8,000 Children Under Arms Look for a Future

« Tajikistan: Population Explosion Threatens Economy



Reading List for Session 6, Continued

Optional Reading
A. Nonviolent Conflict Resolution Processes

» Terry Gross [nterviews former diplomat Keisling

» Push Too Hard and Iran Will Fight Back

B. Appropriate, Humanitarian Foreign Aid
* Afghan Elders Say al-Qaeda Protected Along Border (Taliban “aid”)

* Muslin Youth



The Means are the Ends in the Making
“The means are the ends in the making” is a powerful concept that can lead to
dramatic, systemic change when it is applied to interpersonal relationships and/or
relationships between peoples and nations. People who experiment with this idea in
their own lives learn first hand about its transformative power. Martin Luther King Jr.
expressed his understanding of it within a nation when he spoke about how “darkness
cannot drive out darkness...only tight can do that...” Those who advocate for and
observe the application of “the means are the ends in the making” in international
relations see its direct effects in building relationships and promoting peace.

So what shouid peoples and nations do instead of war? Not enough of us know even
the broad categories, the places to begin to use and build on. Beyond War promotes
four main categories: nonviolent conflict resolution processes, appropriate,
humanitarian foreign aid, international [aw, and cooperation and collaboration
between peoples and nations. They can be fit together to build a world beyond war. In
Session Six, we explore the first two categories of nonviolent conflict resolution and
appropriate, humanitarian foreign aid.

When enough citizens are familiar enough with the diverse menu of nonviolent conflict
resolution roles and options, we will require our governments to use methods that are

life affirming and a good investment in people and the earth. Then wars will no longer

cost human lives, resources and attention greatly needed for other activities.

Many of the stories included in the readings for Session Six are sources of vision and
hope. For example, relatively few people know the story of Neve Shalom Wahat al
Salam, the village in Israel where Palestinian and Jewish families have been living
together in peace for more than twenty-five years. The families in the village have
supported themselves by providing a “School for Peace.” This village, which can be
considered a “nonviolent conflict resolution process,” provides a real example of how
Jews and Palestinians can live together in peace in Israel--these people have built a
village beyond war.

John Robbins writes eloquently about how these two categories of nonviolent conflict
resolution and appropriate foreign aid fit together--and illuminates their value--in
“Terror, Love, and the State of the World.”

In order to make these methods an enduring part of our culture, some people will need
to first discover, adopt, and advocate for them. Beyond War Study Series Participants
can be in this number. Citizens playing the roles (informally and formalily) of
storytellers, artists, advocates and teachers will share them with the rest of society. As
successful nonviolent conflict resolution processes, appropriate foreign aid,
international law and examples of international cooperation and collaboration become
familiar to citizens, we will expect our governments to build on those successes and
employ these methods. As you read for this session, why not choose one or more
articles to share with friends and family?



Focus Questions for Session 6

1. What does it mean to say “the means are the ends in the making”?
2. Where is this idea in the Persconal Implications?

3. How are nonviolent conflict resolution processes like life at Neve
Shalom Wahat al Salam, or truth and reconciliation processes
related to the idea “the means are the ends in the making"?

4. How are appropriate foreign aid projects related to the idea “the means
are the ends in the making”?

Focus Activities for Session 6

1. Have a conversation with someone you know about what peoples and
nations can do instead of war. What do you want them to
know? What is their response to your introduction of the
subject?

2. As you waich the television news or listen to news on the radio or
read the newspaper, what do you see or understand related to this
idea: “the means are the ends in the making”?



Reading List for Session 6
Essential Reading

A. Nonviolent Conflict Resolution Processes

+ Essay

- Focus Questions and Activities

CASE STUDIES

» Diplomatic Innovation Prevents War

- A Diplomat Speaks Out

- Desmond Tutu and South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission
» Truth and Reconciliation Commissions

* Neve Shalom Wahat al Salam

+ Living Room Dialogue Groups

* Nonviolent Resistance: Pashtun Pacifists



Universitat Jena

Diplomatic Innovation Prevents War
Paolitical Scientist of Jena's university researches the political ethic
of the "father of the Blue Helmets"

The "Blue Helmets" are the peacekeeping forces of the United Nations (UN). The international
troops, which provide for order in the crisis regions of the world, affect our idea of the world
organization’s activities. There is, however, no reference to this important instrument of the
United Nations in the UN Charta. “The Blue Helmets owe their existence to a diplomatic
innovation of Dag Hammarskjéld," Dr. Manuel Fréhlich reports. The political scientist from the
Friedrich Schiller University in Jena researched the actions of the second Secretary-General of
the UN after its establishment in 1945 and quasi “father of the Blue Heimets.” The results have
been recently published in the book, *“Dag Hammarskjold und die Vereinten Nationen. Die
politische Ethik des UNO-Generalsekretars” (trans: Dag Hammarskjéld and the United Nations:
the Palitical Ethic of the UN Secretary-General).

“The invention of the Blue Helmets and their first mission in the diffusion of the Suez crisis in
1956 is one of Hammarskjéld's greatest achievements," Fréhlich says. The crisis situation from
aimost 50 years ago reminds one of today’s debate over Iraq: a “coalition of the willing” decided
to put a stop to Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser. The diplomatic means were considered
to be exhausted: military intervention was to bring about a regime change and secure the stability
in the region. The U.S.A., France, and Great Britain were, however, divided over the goal and
method of the secret action, to the extent that the conflict threatened the solidarity of NATO. The
Security Council was paralyzed and the future of the United Nations was at stake. Last but not
least, the massive military presence of the intervening powers in the region and the inadequate
capitulation of the Egyptian heightened the conflict.

“Similar to today," according to Frohlich, “everything appeared to lead to an unavoidable military
action.” After an Israeli attack, the British and French intervention troops were to separate the
Egyptian and Israeli forces. The political innovation of Hammarskjold consisted of an
international peacekeeping farce in the place of the purely British and French troops. Within a
few days, the troops were organized with the support of many states (including the U.S.A.) and
formulated their mandate. No one expected such quick actions from the UN, let alone from the
Secretary-General. When he took office in 1953, the Swedish financial and business expert was
considered a technocrat, to whom great visions were not attributed. The UN itself was a young
organization, which hardly piayed a roll in the East/West Confiict because of its claim of
impartiality. The world was therefore stunned, when the so-calied technocrat redefined the roll of
the world organizatian.

in his research of partly strictly confidential files and in the study of the Swede's private notes and
correspondence, Manuel Frahlich concentrated on the ethics, on which Hammarskj6ld's actions
were based. “Hammarskjold orientated himself on Marin Buber's dialogue philosophy or on
Albert Schweitzer's cultural philosophy and developed his own political ethic in his mystically
influenced journal.” “This political ethic,” according to Fréhlich, "was translated into concrete
politics by the Diplomat Hammarskjsld." The political scientist from Jena documented the
formulation of the moral principles for impartial intervention, on the one side, and the amazing -
exemplified by the "Blue Helmets"- practical transfer, on the other, in his book. Hammarsk]éid's
successar as Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, explains the guiding principle of every Secretary-
General's actions as the guestion, "what would have Hammarskjéld done in this situation?”



Camplying with Security Council resolutions and the UN Charta as well as the prevention of
violence have proved themselves to be challenging parts of an equation, that will always need to
be solved.

Manuel Fréhlich, “Dag Hammarskjoid und die Vereinten Nationen. Die politische Ethik des UNO-
Generalsekretérs,” Ferdinand Schéningh Verlag, Paderborn u.a. 2002, Price: € 50, ISBN 3-506-
72741-9.

Tip for Media:

Pictures of Dr. Manuel Fréhlich and Dag Hammarskjéld are available. They can be requested
from the press office at the university (Referat Offentlichkeitsarbeit): Tel.: 03641 / 931041; E-Mait:
presse@uni-jena.de

Contact:

Dr. Manue! Fréhiich

Institut fiir Politikwissenschaft der Universitat Jena
Ernst-Abbe-Platz 8

07743 Jena

Tel.: 03641 / 945432

Fax: 03641 f 845432

E-Mail: manuel.froehlich@uni-jena.de

Responsible:Kai Friedrich  Build:2003-03-25 10:58:21
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Until February 27, 2003, John Brady Kiesling was a relatively unknown, mid-level career
diplomat who had served in U.5. embassies from Tef Aviv to Casablanca to Yerevan.
That alf changed when Kiesling sent his letter of resignation to Secretary of State
Colin Powell. Within days, the letter had flooded the Internet in multiple languages

and appeared in newspapers around the world.

A Diplomat Speaks Out

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing you fo submit my resignation
from the Foreign Service of the United States
and from my position as political counselor
in U.S. Embassy Athens, effective March 7.

I do so with a heavy heart. The baggage

of my upbringing included a felt obligation
to give something back to my country.
Service as a U.5. diplomat was a dream job.
[ was paid to understand foreign languages
and cultures, to seek out diplomats, politicians,
scholars and journalists, and to persuade
them that L5, interests and theirs
fundamentally coincided. My faith in my
country and its values was the most powerful
weapon in my diplomatic arsenal.

It is inevitable that during 20 years
with the State Department | would become
more sophisticated and cynical about
the narrow and selfish bureaucratic motives
that sometimes shaped our policies.

Human nature is what it Is, and | was rewardec
and promoted for understanding human
nature. But until this administration it had
been possible to believe that by upholding
the policies of my president | was also
upholding the interests of the American
people and the world. [ belfeve it no longer.

The policies we are now asked to
advance are incompatible not only with
American values but also with American

interests. Our fervent pursuit of war with Irag
is driving us to squander the international
legitimacy that has been America's most
potent weapon of both offense and defense
since the days of Woodrow Wilson,

We have begun to dismantle the largest
and most effective web of infernational
relationships the world has ever known.
Our current course will bring instability

and danger, not security.

The sacrifice of global interests to
domestic politics and to bureaucratic self-
interest is nothing new, and it is certainly
not a uniquely American prollem. Still, we
have not seen such systematic distortion
of intelligence, such systematic manipulation
of American opinion, since the war in Vietnam.
The September 11 tragedy left us stronger
than before, rallying around us a vast
international coalition to cooperate for the
first time in a systematic way against the
threat of terrorism. But rather than take
credit for those successes and build on
them, this administration has chosen to
make terrorism a domestic political tool,
enlisting a scattered and largely defeated al-
Qaeda as its bureaucratic ally. We spread
disproportionate terror and confusion in the
public mind, arbitrarily linking the unrelated
problems of terrorism and Iraq. The result,

TIMELINE July/August 2003



and perhaps the motive, is to justify a vast
misallocation of shrinking public wealth to
the military and to weaken the safeguards
that protect American citizens from the
heavy hand of government.

We should ask ourselves why we
have failed to persuade more of the world
that a war with lraq is necessary. We have
over the past two years done too much
to assert to our world partners that narrow
and mercenary LS. interests override
the cherished values of our partners.
Even where our aims were not in question,
our consistency is at issue, The model
of Afghanistan is little comfort to allies
wondering on what basis we plan to rebuild
the Middle East, and In whose image and
interests. Have we indeed become blind,
as Russia is blind in Chechnya, as Israel Is blind
in the Occupied Territories, to our own
advice, that overwhelming military power
is not the answer to terrorism? After the
shambles of post-war Iraq joins the shambles
in Grozny and Ramallah, it will be a brave
foreigner who forms ranks with Micronesia
to follow where we lead.

We have a coalition still, a good one.
The loyalty of many of our friends is
impressive, a tribute to American moral
capital built up over a century. But our closest
allies are persuaded Jess that war is justified
than that it would be perilous to allow
the U.5. to drift into complete solipsism.
Loyaity should be reciprocal. Why does
our President condone the swaggering
and contemptuous approach to our friends
and allies this Administration is fostering,
including among Its most senior officials?

I urge you to listen to America's friends
around the world. Even here in Greece,

TIMELINE July/August 2003

the purported hotbed of European anti-
Americanism, we have more and closer
friends than the American newspaper reader
can possibly imagine. Even when they
complaln about American arrogance,

Greeks know that the world is a difficult

and dangerous place, and they want

a strong International system, with the
United States and European Union in close
parinership. When our friends are afraid

of us rather than for us, it is time to worry.
And now they are afraid. Who will tell them
convincingly that the United States is as it
was, a beacon of liberty, security, and justice
for the planet?

Mr. Secretary, | have enormous respect
for your character and ability. You have
preserved more International credibility for
us than our policy deserves, and salvaged
something positive from the excesses of an
ideological and self-serving administration.
But your loyalty to the president goes
too far. We are straining beyond its limits
an international system we built with such
toil and treasure, a web of laws, treaties,
organizations and shared values that sets
limits on our foes far more effectively than
it ever constrained America's ability to
defend its interests.

f am resigning because [ have tried
and faifed to reconcile my conscience
with my ability to represent the current
U.5. administration. [ have confidence that
our democratic process is ultimately self-
correcting, and hope that In a smalfl way
I can contribute from outside to shaping
policies that better serve the security and
prosperity of the American people and the
world we share,

John Brady Kiesling
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he past two decades live been a period of intense

political change across the world, Dictarorial

sovernments fell. through cidser miliory viciory or
a transition to democratic government. and civil wars
ended i many countries across South America. Eastern
Europe and Africa. One commonality of these sicuntions
was the widespread use of violence. including disappear-
ances. murder, torture, rape and illegal detentions to clamp
clown popular demands for demoeracy wnd human righis
and for sell-governance.

Truth and
Reconciliation Commissions

Instruments for Ending Impunity and Building Lasting Peace

By Paavani Reddy, for the Chronicle

Post-con{lict, newly-established or interien govermmens
were frced with the dilemnim ol addressing the past and ns
State-sponsored abuses while preparing for the fuure by
building a democratic socicty based on the rule of fow,
In many cases, this dilemma was Turther compounded by
peace agreciments that provided some kind of amnesty for
{ormer oppressors ar by [ormer dlites grantng themselves
wnnesdes hefore the tansivion.! Moreover. perpetrators of
past crimes and their sympathizers olien contin-
ued o oceupy pusitions of power in govern-
ment, including the judiciary. police and
military, making prosecutions difficult.
And this problem was ofien cxncerbated
by a lack of evidence. In response to these
unlavourable circummsiancees for providing
justice o victims, a non-juchcial approach
was adopted in numerous States under-
going ransition,

Truth commissions were estabhshied
o olficially investigate and provide
an accurate record ol the broader
pattern of abuses committed during
repression and  civil war. The
Commission of Inquiry into rthe
Disappearunces ol  People in
Uganda was the first to be estal-
lished o investmuwe abuses and
make recommendatdons, Since then,
there huve been more than thirey
truth commissions worldwide, inclucding
in Arpenuna. Chile, Timor-Lesie, Bl
sadvador, Guuemala and more impor-
tantly South Afvice. Their success s
Highly vemarkable. “Truth commissions

today”, according 1w Jose Alvarez, Professor of International
Law at Columbiz University, “are incscapable ools in
establishing the truth of past crimes and a means {or vienm
recosnpense and nstruments o promole peace and recon-
ciltation.” Mast recently, the United Nations Secrctary-
General's report on "The rule of laze and transitionad pustice fn
conflict and post-conflict socretics” praised them as “a potentially
aluable complementary ool in the quest [or jusuice and
reconcilindon” and in *restoring public trust in national
institutions of governance™.

Truthi and reconciliaiion commissions, unlike uacii-
donal courts, focus primarily on the victims and rely
heavily on thepr accounes. They provide a foram Tor
sirvivars Lo tell their stories and suflering drough
private or public hearings. Such accmnis formt an inte-
gral part of the commission’s
analysis of the broader pattern
al abuse, usually 1 @ compre-
hensive final report, and in
winy cases have led w crimi-
nal proseeutions and dismissal of perpetators {from govern-
ment positions. Despiie these commonalities, there are no
sct principles that dictate dhe nature and scope of the com-
missions. They differ widels. depending on the naoere of dic
conflict and the polideal will to address past abuses in o spe-
cific context. For example, the truth commisstons in South
Amcrica, particularly in Argentm and Ghile, had a limited
mandate to investiguie erimes commitied during military
rule or civil war, including politically motivaied detentions
and disappearances. They did not have the power o sub-
poena witnesses and had little or no access w milicoy
and police files. Ochers, Hke the El Salvadorian and
South Aflvican conunissions that had aceess w such
Bles, faced non-cooperation [rom the police and milicery

or fuund that relevine documertadon had been
destroved, thus eompromising their investigz-
ton. Despite these serious shortcomings.
truth commissions have proved o be

very successiul in compiling the tesu-
mony of thousaneds of viedms and
. bringing the outle wo light. Their
k. reports led 1w the st official
" acknowledgement of past crimes
and sulfering endured by vietims
after years of dental and silence.
They also paved the way [or
[uture criminal prosecutions, insu-
witional  veforms and  reparation
programmes [or victims, The limited
political will during the estaldishment ol
these commissions wias thus overcome by
the particulur dynmmics of their work.

Fathier Michae! Lapeley, Cape Town, 10 Febreary 1997

@ photo by Jithan Edelsters fiwn her baok fogth £ Lok Stansos
fromy the Truth seid Feconobanan Commtusdion or South Afuca,
pubitshea by GRAHTA, 2001,
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The Sunch Alriean Treh onid Reconeiliadon Clomnussion
CERC, on the other hond, had o much more complete
meandate, Established dhrough the National Unity and
Reconctliztions Act of 1995, it remains the prime example of
its kincd. Ls eresion was the result of o thorough review of
previous mechanisms worldwide, wking into account their
shortcomings and best praclices. Alsa, the views and expec
tations of the South Afican civil sociery were tiken o con-
sidleration. therehy conveying a sense of ownership, Bwas
designed to nitkne a process ol reconailiation in arder to
unily the country alter decades of racial and eshnic segrega-
gion. Tt considered thar “the wlling of the wruth abowe gross
human rights violaions, a5 viewed from the different per-
spectives, facilizstes the process ol underseanding our [South
Alvica's] divided pasis. whilst the public acknowledgement
of wmold sulTering and injustice bedps 1 restore she dignity
ol vicdms and alford perpetrators the opportunity w come
10 terms with their own pase™ The coming o Lers with
the past wits seen as fundamental wo promonton of Lozl
reconcilintion and for building o new Souds Afvica,

The TRC had a broad mandace aned the wools w Tulfil .
I conled conduet formal investigations. including [oreasic.
subipuena witnesses w testify. recommend reparatons for
victims and. most controversially, grant amnesty w thase
wha disclosed the il natare of their crimes, I was one of
the lirst connmissions (o hald hoth closed and public hear-
ings, where virally all viedms coulbd tell their stories and
PErpeLrions could disclose the truth abot the erimes they
had committed. These disclosures hrowght o light the
dimension of the gross human rights violations svstemat-
clly eanried ous by palice and seaurity Torees, ay well as by
armed groups Oghting for equal rights, The TR also
investigated the responsibiliey of the meedia the private see:
wr and the judiciary in strengthemng apartheid. and thus
adelyessed the oppresstve systen in all 1 nspects and pro-
vided a comprehensive acenmn ol evenis. Of all stch conwe
srutssionts. the TRO protubly came closest tetling “the truth”,

One clement seen s crucial 1o this success wis the
Clommission's power e SFANL AICstes 16 perpelvitons
who fudly disclosed their erimes. Unlike inoa regular coun
or other such commissions. e perpetrators had o real
terest in revealing the whole trugh. sinee this was consid-
ered their Geket o freedom. But many tn Sauth Afvica
rewarded this as wo high a price for the vuth, [ichard
Wilson. a critie of 1he amnesty process, notes inhis hook,
The poditics of truth and vecomiliaiton or Sonth Africe, that there
wis o ~clissonance between populin understandings of retrr-
Ietions punishment and the version of yestorative justice
praposed by national politicat liguyes™ In the meantime.
hcmational opinion emerged agidost granting permanent
ammesties in certain instances, UN Seeretary-General Koh
Anman in September 2003 said: “There should be ne
amuesties [or war crimes. genocide, erimes againss human
ity or other serious violations ol internationa] human righns
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and Finmanitarian ey The TR was forther eritcized lor
limiting the scope ol i wirk o the vietms and perpen
tors of violent crimies. therehy exchrding svstemic aspects vl
the uppressive regime which affected the fives ol many
more people. At ihe same time. the Governnent way also
Blamed for not being proactive enough in PrOSCCIig per
peLEiLOTS.

The fater problem am be addressed 1a complementing
truth and reconciliaion commissions with appropriate judi-
cial mechanisms. The recent truth-seeking processes in
Timor-Leste and Sierva Leone had supportive judicial
provesses. Special courts were established 10 prosecute the
ICTPCITHIONS. while the ruth conumissions provided the vic
s with a forunt where they could marvate their experi-
cuces and miake sense of thedr lives during the puast conflict.
These commissions adopled o more Torward-looking
approach and made exlensive recomendatons [or peace-
building and reintegration it society of dose accused ol
less erave erimes. These examples show than the eswblish-
ment and operition ol tuth aned reconcilintion comntissions
can bie very responsive 1o lessens learned From the past and
comtinue 10 evalve, while wking int acconnt the needs of
the purticular [‘Jrl.'-ibc('}!lﬂit.'l sieuation.

Dlespite their virving smanddates, powers and vesubts, these
commuisions oy o fulfl certain fundamental purposes i
post-conthicr sucieties:

Adddreas the seeeds of victims. The trath commissions provide
a Torum for viciins 1o recount, often for the frse ume. tar
experiences wd sulfering. These accounts serve as an uffi-
cial acknowledmuent of their sullering and the gravity al
the crimes committed against them, which were previously
denied nr nor widehy known. Such acknowledgement,
experts belicve. is more vital than just a mere knowledge of
the erimes and affirms dhae the erimes were wrong and the
e e sulfermg of e vicdms were no Jonger ignored,
thereby aiding them to come o erms with therr past,
Archbishop Desmond Tu, Chairperson ol the TRG,
siresses thae it is through acknowledgement thie victinms
“can he empowered and can hinve their humam and cvil
dignities rehabilitated” (we UN Ghrosicle, hae 1, 79296,
futge 4). It also hedps the sociery ta hetter understand the
victims and be more sympathetic owards their needs.
TFurthermore. wuth conmmissions ofen make recommenda-
tong or veparatons and other henefits Tor the vicims and
sugoest ways for reintegration and recongiliation.

Clarife. ducunient auel exiablish the ruth, " The tuth connmis
sivns, through apalvzing the lestimony of vietios, estulilish
the outh abeout gross human rights violations, which were
often denied by the Government, Whoe were the victhms?!
What were the injustices done o thene' Why were these
erinses committed and by whom? Commission repores
clurilv. docoment and publicize the wrnred past. open-
ing it 1o wide public discussion. This documentation
hecomes part ol the nationad cousciousness ane hekps 10
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Duild o culore of respear for human rghes and w
prevent such erimes from happening again. It
alsu reduces the potental for Rivne denials aliow
the past and conflict over such contention.

Helpy to esiallish e difference betioven the present and
farmer gooermments, The newh-clected and oransi-
tonal governnents in post-conflict societies need
o estublish their credibilivy, parucutarly
in upholding hunan rights principles.
By setdny up and supporting the
truth commyissions and their finc
ings, new govermnents underscore
thedr commitment towards human
riglhts, wddressing the impunity of
previous regimes and more ranspar-
ent governince. w bou their people
and the iternadenal communiny.
Along with other peace-huilding
measures.  incliding  institiaonal

Fitnie Miotsl

wia, Johannestrg, 25 May 1857
phats by Blkon Edeisiem am her ook Frett & Des: Saes fome the frigth
v Recoaoitigtion Comemssot o Soutf Mrcs puhigbied ny GRAMIA, 2O0L

recvignizedt that it needs i meschow onesize
fies-ull formulas and the inportiion ol oreign
models, and mstead base o support on
mational assessments, nagonal particpation
and national necds and aspiratons™. The
United Nodons shoule involve Tocal organse-
tons o assess the needs ol a particalin poste
conlliet sncicry and adapr trath com-
missions to meel that=be it the
need o esthlishing the cuch or
HINCINS (0 Prosecute perperi
tors, [vther, locd arganiz-
tions are i i hetter position Lo
eviluate and advise on the room
cinses of o conllict. and sugvest
ways wind means (o suengthen
peace and democracy dhroueh
transivional mechanisms  od
streeciutal reforms.

reforms. this strengthens homan
rights andd the rule of faw 10 the posi-conllion sociery,

Fromute freace aord recomctliation. Sonre el commissions
are designed o promote peace and reconellidon and i
tatte o peace stalnlizanos process. Priscilla Faynoer, co-
founder of the Internamional Cienter for Transiional Justice.
cxplaing in her book that many proponents ol cruth come
iissions helieve thac full eroth would lewd woreconicilinuon
and dhiat 30 jwiportant for the vietims 1o know “wliow o
forgive and what to forgive them o™ e trad aboud se
past helps the community w nneerstand the gravity of the
sullering diar conllict had brovghe on all paroes, thus reme
[oeing the need [or peace. Fowever. opinions on how bea
tr achieve peace and reconciliniion viuy from society
societys somse mieht support reribulive justce processes,
while otlwres might be open we reconciliation. "l beuer
assess he sincon, commissions often relv on vl sacery
orgupizatons” expertse 16 access the needs of vicims and
thew mmdes wwards peace andd reconwiliaton.

Leeommened svactural reforma. " Trudh comnissions. dirough
mvestigaion of abuse paterns of the past aee in o position
o evitluate sdartionat responsibality. They cm assess the
[T anel weaknesses i the jndiciary, police. militny and
othier moverument soructures. and make recenmmenditions
[or refors. lmplementaion of reforms depends an the
pabuical will, suppore and pressure of the inwrnationd com
wieary wuld Jocsd evil sociery, ws well as on Governnienis,

The commissions” success i addressing gross huntuu
rights violations during conllicts. promoting peace and ree-
oncilintion and siwengihening democracy hi led them w he
recoentzeel as vil tnstriments for peace-building and the
provnotion of wansigon justice in post-conflict socicties,
The United Nations plavs an active rale in supporting, ind
prometing transitonad pusuce, while vespecung the necd for
national and local ownership. Iy the Secrecnrv-General's
report on the rule of T and traestional justiee, 1t s

M Alvieer points oot U
at the same time some [ragile prace process vould deperd
wpan et amsestes o former perpetritors, Floweven
the stuwace of the Intermtional Crimimed Cour (G
stipulies Ui perpetrars ol war erimes should be held
accountable. Te also specifies tha i vatons ave “unwiliing
and voable™ o prosecure. the FOGC prosecntor could sep
e This, Mo Abvares warns, eould led 1o fnue teasions
and “unndermine senne pence processes and nimsitional
sovernments . Therelore, the United  Nations shoudd
resolve these ensions concerning grniting amnestics in a
worst-case secmirio and also with the ]G mandawe o
proscetle knowen cranmals of wine Furthermore, transivon
mestsures also need wobe soengthened with ather peage:
hotlding and devedopment measwres, ncluding disirima
ment. demobilizaien and remtegraton proavinmmes aud
nucro-linancimg, o prevene conflices Trom sindacing or
reocenering. as well as o promote s culivre of deliberiedon
and haman ngles, 2

Notes

1 Unspeakable Truths: Confronting State Terror and Atrocity,
Priscifla B, Hayner, 2001, page 12,

2 Reconciiation Commisston,  Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of South Afrnica Report, (Macollan refler
ance fimited, 1998)

3 The Politres of Truth and Reconciliation in South Afrcea!
Legitimizing the Post-Apartherd Slate: Legitimizing the
Post-Apartheid State, Rchard A, Wison, Cambridge
universily Press, 20014, page 20,
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A Report by Mac Lawrence

Beginning with compassionate listening, Jews and Palestinians start change from within,

Hope Within the Fire

11 wars eventually end, but you have
to wonder what it will take to end
one so emotionally charged as that
between the Israelis and Palestinians.
The fear and hatred of both peoples
seems to crowd out understanding
and compassion, needed ingredients for
a lasting peace, Intractable old leaders
pursue courses that make things worse.
Outside interventions only seem to fue
the fire. '

But there exists, even in this conflagration,
possibility and hope.

Face to Face

Omne success that has been growing
throughout the 17.5,, in the Middle East,
and in many other parts of the world is
the dialogue group where Jews and
Arabs, Palestinians and Israelis, meet
together to share of themselves. Len
and Libby Traubman of San Mateo,
who started such a group in 1992 in
their living room and who now work
closely with five such groups, say the
secret is engaging in true dialogue.

“It is not discussion or debate, or even
conflict resolution,” the Traubmans
emphasize. “Instead it i3 what we call
‘compassionate listening.’”

It was not easy to start that first group,
the Traubmans note. “Few Israelis

and Palestinians, Jews and Arabs, have
the chance to gef to know one another,
and typically, the thought of even heing
with one another is abhorrent. So it took
some persuading to gather ten Jews

and ten Palestinians for our first meeting.
It’s easier now, becaunse those who have
experienced this kind of dialogue share
with others how meaningful the experience
has been to them, and how important
understanding each other is to any
chance of peace, There are now more
than a hundred dialogue groups meeting
regularly in people’s homes and on
college campuses in a dozen countries.

“When people first participate in such

a group,” note Len and Libby, “some are
quiet, cautious, and protected. Some are
assertive, clinging to anger and hurt,

TIMELINE Novermnber/December 2003



unable to hear others or focus on anything
but their cause and view. But over time,
as they hear each other’s stories, their
identification expands and they begin

to see each other as human and equal,
interrelated and interdependent. Seeing
their oneness—and differences, as well—
they begin to want the best for each other.”

While realizing that only government
leaders can set the actual arrangements
for peace, the Traubmans point out that
governments alone cannot do all that

is required. “Creativity, correcting
stereotypes, and discovering trustworthy
knowledge—these are not going to come
from governments. But if enough citizens
have this expanded identification,

it will make the environment fertile

and right for the government peace process
to go to completion. As Henry David
Thoreau observed, ‘Things do not change;
we change.”

Peacemakers Camp

Dialogue groups also carry out a wide
variety of joint projects. One of the moest
successful took place in September at

a camp near Yosemite National Park.
There, 45 adults, 24 youth, and 50 staff
members—families, singles, ages 1 to 65—
spent a weekend together at what was
called the First Palestinian-Jewish Family
Peacemalkers Camp: Oseh Shalom-Sanea
el-Salom. Along with dialoguing far into
the night, there were hikes together,
boating and ropes courses, evening
campfires with a music and talent show,
shared art and Middle Eastern meals,
and a closing ceremony with personal
statements of connection and change.

For many, the camp with its concentrated
time together added to the impact of the
dialogue groups. One who experienced

continued on next page

A portion of the 120 participants in the Palestinian-Jewish Family Peacemakers Camp.
TIMELINE November/December 2003
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Hope within the Fire (continued)

the camp, a Palestinian psychologist
who had attended dialogue groups for
eleven years, had what she called a
transforming experience. “I have never
felt so welcomed by Jews,” she said.

“] was s0 moved that I was unable

to speak when I first returned to our
regular dialogue group.”

OneVoice

One of the new citizen initiatives that
are beginning to appear is OneVoice.
They believe that, overwhelmingly,
Palestinians and Israelis want to live
in peace, and that it is the extremists
on both sides who keep the war going.
As noted on their wehsite (see below),
“The majority of people have heen
disenfranchised, fallen prey to external
fears and hatreds....The political process
is deadlocked and people feel hopeless.
We must change that by bypassing it.”

OneVoice’s idea is to go directly to the
people with the goal of creating a People’s
Mandate which expresses the clear will
of the majority of citizens on both sides.
Politicians, they say, will then have

to decide whether to act according

to the will of the people, or face replace-
ment. OneVoice has taken
the first step by draftinga
Proclamation of Principles
for Reconciliation. This
Proclamation is being
revised in consultation
with some 200 experts—
Israelis, Palestinians, and
others—into a document
whose basic human
principles all agree on.
OneVoice then plans to
secure 10,000 signatories
for the Proclamation, all
of whom will be invited
to engage in a fully

participatory, back-and- Learning to understand and apprecate each other’s symbols.

forth consensus process to reach as
detailed agreement as possible on each of
the ten most salient issues facing the two
peoples. These ten Core Agreements,
then, become the People’s Mandate.

n extensive analysis of OneVoice's
plans appears on their website,
and covers questions skeptics

might ask, along with answers to
concerns in sections titled “Palestinian,
Arab, and Muslim Concerns,” and
“Tgraeli and Jewish Concerns.”

Interestingly, some of those involved
in OneVoice are leaders with whom the
Foundation for Global Community’s
Middie East team has worked closely
for many years. One of the documents
OneVoice used as a basis for creating
their Proclamation of Principles for
Reconciliation was the document
produced by these same Israeli and
Palestinian leaders who worked hard
and productively together in a seminar
held at the Foundation’s retreat center
in California a dozen years ago.

The website for OneVoice is

www silentnolonger.org

”
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Why Dialogue?

Len and Libby Traubman carry on worldwide communication about the value of
dialogue on their web site: http:/ffraubman.ige.org, and by email, sending out
hundreds of information packets and videos. Among the many questions, requests,
and comments the Traubmans receive daily, was the following email (edited slightly
for brevity) from Gaia Muallem, a senior at Rice University. Observes Len Traubman,
“When anyone asks, “Why should | be in dialogue?” and | had just one document to
show them, this would be it.”

Hi Libhy and Len,

Thank you so much. for your inspirational
e-mail. It came just when I needed some focus and
motivation, I would love te have a phone
conversation with you. I agree that talking would be
ideal. Things are a little bit crazy at the moment (as
they always are for me during the holidays), but
after next week, I should have no problem finding o
time that would work for you.

My parents are Israeli. They left Israel before
I'was born, but we go back to visit abaut every other year, and they haven't exacily
immersed themselves in American society. I first realized how much of a bubble I had
lived in when I came to college, and I think that’s when I really started getting interested
in exploring my Israeli side. (T had never had to explore it before—it was right there at

home.)

Actually, at first, I probably would have been the last person to participate in this
kind of thing. I was pretty anti-Palesiinian (and, to tell you the truth, anti-Arab), and
I didn’t want to talk about my feelings. I felt like I was always aitacked, and it made me
sick to my stomach to hove to discuss Isruel with people who didn’t understand, who
didn't have a personal stake in the issue. As far as speaking with Palestinians was

concerned, I was content to live my whole life without doing so.

In my sophomore year of college, one of the organizations here sponsored a “discussion
panel.” The intentions were good—ihe guy planning it really wanted to learn, but some-
where along the way and through the rest of the committee, it became a debate without the
debating. We weren't allowed to speak unless called on (we went one by one) so that even

continued on next page



though we were allowed to respond to one another, it wasn't allowed to be direct,
Basically, it turned into an evening of a bunch of arguments started and not finished.

(It was advertised on a flier with CONFLICT in big letters and then some words about
discussion, so we went into it a little wary to begin with.) Surprisingly enough, though,
that experience was the first that really started to open my eves because I actually hed to
interact with Palestinians. We went out as o group a lot right before the panel discussion
because the organizers wanted us to feel comfortable with each other. We actually didn't
talk about our views ai all in those pre-panel sessions because we were trying to relax, so

we just became friends.

To my surprise, the Palestinian panelists were my favorite people on the panel. And
I learned they never attacked me—I learned that people who really care listen and try not
to fight. So obuviously I had to change a few misconceptions.

As an aside, but related, the revelotion that I always bring up to people who are
willing to discuss this issue with me is that each side refuses to see the other as
individual people. How can you think about respect and acceptance when the word
“Palestinian” connotes, in your mind, a community responsible for every hardship in

your life?

When Israelis hear about Israelis being killed, the first thing that they do is rush to
go online and see who it was; what unit they were in; how old were they; who are their
parents? But when a Palestinian is killed, even if the response is not happiness (which it
unfortunately is in a lot of cases), for many peaple it's: “Oh, Just a Palestinian,” and not a

person. That, to me, is the biggest obstacle to any kind of resolution.

OF, back to my story. I didn’t change automatically, but subconsciously I started
thinking about how Ibrahim’s family would feel whenever I heard about a military
tneursion or curfew or mare restrictions (they live in Ramallah). At first, I pushed those
thoughts out of my head because I felt like it would make me a bad Jew and a bad
Israeli to understand or care about the plight of my Palestinian friend’s family (which is
another issue that I struggle with and try to talk to peaple about). But once I started
thinking along those lines, I couldn’t go back (thankfully),

I studied abroad in Israel the next fall, which was the most wonderful experience of
my life and just helped to change me even more. I lived in Beer Sheva, so there were
always Bedouins around, end I was really uncomfortable about the fact that there was
absolutely no interaction between them and us unless there absolutely had to be. I mean,
not even eye contact. I think that just exemplified the sentiment that exists in both camps
right now (and these were just Bedouins who don’t even proveoke much of a response

among Israelis).



And still, when I would walk through the streets and see "Exile to Arabs” sproy-
painted everywhere, I would wonder how there can be hope with people like this. It was
really hard for me to see Muslims of various origins in the university with me who were
fluent in Hebrew and to know that they were walking on the same streets and seeing the
same signs. I think thal was really the first time that I allowed my fiercely defensive view
of Israel to crumble just a little. I was vetually hurt that Israelis could do something like
that—or, more, that Jews could do something like that not even a century afier the horrors

of the Holocaust that started with signs like those.

When I got back to Rice, I wasn’t sure where I wanted to go with this, but I was
experiencing a lot of different things and siill reacting to everything that I had
experienced in Israel. When Liora first approached me about the dialogue group,

I was a little wary because I didn't really understand the concept of diclogue. And she
didn't either at first, so we had a couple of bumpy first meetings, which is to be expected,
but then you guys sent her the meaning of dialogue, and everything changed.

Originally, we hud been planning activities for meetings, such as two people in the
group would discuss their views and then the rest would join in or comment. And this
was really hard for a lot of us because to open ourselves up about such an issue was like
baring our souls in a lot of cases, and not everyone appreciated that, But Ill never forget
the day that Liora came and explained to us what dialogue actually means. I just felt
something click when she talked about creating a safe environment and expressing
emaotions and responses so that other people could share them and take them on, not

defend or argue with them.

I feel like so much growth can occur if we just hove people who are willing to
experience things iogether. I mean, even without that, I feel like I have learned so much, and
Twant to be able to take it to the next level. ] am graduating this year and hope to go to
medical school in Israel, and I am really hoping to have a strong foundation in dialogue

so that I can get involved there, where things really need to happen.

There's so much more. Even as I was writing this, I thought of a thousand different
experiences that I could share with you, but this is a general idea of my history and my
feelings about diclogue. I'm sure we will discover more about each other in conversation.
Thank you so much again for your support. It really means so much for me to have it.

I am looking forward to speaking with you.

%fziﬁz



Badshah Khan, a Pashtun Muslim leader

18

ome people are so violent that
nothing works with them but sheer
brute force. Right?

The Pashtuns—the majority tribal group
of Southern Afghanistan and neighboring
parts of Pakistan who provided the core
of Taliban support—are among the most
frequently nominated candidates for

this category of irredeemably violent.
Occupants for centuries of Southern
Afghanistan and the famous Khyber
Pass, the strategic gateway from India to
Russia, these vicious tribesmen defeated
every invader. The 19th-century British
considered the Pashtuns the most savage
warriors they had ever met. India’s first
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru,
observed that the male Pashtun “loved
his gun better than his child or brother.”

An astonishing, often overlooked episode
of Pashtun history, however, hints at less

Perspective by Ron Sider

“There is nothing surprising in a Muslim

or a Pathan [Pashtun] like me subscribing to
the creed of nonviolence. It is not a new
creed. It was followed fourteen hundred years
ago by the Prophet alf the time he was in
Mecca, and it has since been followed by all
those who wanted to throw off an oppressor’s
yoke. But we had so far forgotten it that when
Ghandiji placed it before us, we thought he

was sponsoring a novel creed.”
Badshah Khan

PASHTUN PACIFISTS

violent possibilities, Inspired by Gandhi's
nonviolent campaign for freedom from
British colonialism, the Pashtuns created
the first highly trained professional
nonviolent army—=80,000 nonviclent
Pashtun peacemakers who refused to kill
even under extreme provocation. Badshah
EKhan, a Pashtun Muslim leader,
persuaded tens of thousands of his fellow
tribesmen to embrace Gandhi’s vision of
nonviclent struggle. Khan’s nonviolent
army, called the “Servants of God,”
marched, drilled, wore a special red
uniform, and developed a careful
organizational structure complete with
officers and a bagpipe corps!

In April 1930, when Gandhi launched a
widespread campaign of civil disobedience
across India, the British responded
brutally. Soldiers beat unarmed
protesters with steel-tipped staffs.

TIMELINE May/June 2002



Omne hundred thousand Indians landed
in jail. Nowhere was the repression as
bad as in Badshah Khan's Pashtun
homeland in the strategic northwest
frontier. When he called his Pashtun
people to nonviolent resistance, Khan
was quickly arrested. Nonviolent civil
disobedience promptly broke out every-
where among the Pashtuns. Bayonets
and hullets were the British response.
On one bloody afternoon, they killed over
200 unarmed protesters and wounded
many more.

British brutality inspired massive support
for Khan's nonviolent army, which quickly
swelled to 80,000 volunteers, Fearing
this Pashtun nonviolence even more than
their former savagery, the British did
everything to destroy the “Red Shirts”
and provoke them to violence. They
ordered them to strip naked in public
and beat them into unconsciousness when
they refused. After public humiliation,
many were thrown into pools of human
excrement. Everywhere, the British
hunted Badshah Khan’s nonviolent army
like animals. But the proud Pashtuns
remained firmly nonviclent.

For the next decade and a half, Badshah
Khan and his nonviclent Red Shirts
played a key role in the battle for
independence. They worked consistently
for peace and reconciliation. In 1948,
when thousands died in Hindu-Muslim
violence, 10,000 of Khan’s Servants of
God protected Hindu and Sikh minorities
in the northwest frontier and eventually
restored order in the large city of
Peshawar. Finally, in 1947, Gandhi's
campaign of nonviolent intervention
wrested Indian independence from the
British Empire. Badshah Khan's
peaceful army of Pashtun Red Shirts

TIMELINE May/june 2002

deserved a good deal of the credit. “That
such men,” Gandhi exclaimed, “whao
would have killed a human being with no
more thought than they would kill a
sheep or a hen, should at the bidding of
one man have laid down their arms and
accepted nonviclence as the superior
weapon sounds almost like a fairy tale.”

The fact that they did—if only for a couple
of decades—should caution us against
despairing of the struggle to create non-
vinlent alternatives even in the toughest
circumstances. “Just War” theorists
argue that war must be a last resort after
all practical nonviolent alternatives have
been tried. Pacifists claim to have an
alternative to war.

Surely an obvious next step is for both to
work together to train tens of thousands
of nonvialent troops like Khan’s Muslim
Servants of God and the Mennonite-
initiated Christian Peacemaker Teams
that today move between warring groups
in places as difficult as Hebron, Chiapas,
and Colombia. Perhaps Jesus’ summons
to “love your enemies” is not as naive as
many suppose. One need not believe that
nonviolence can quickly resolve every
violent conflict to accept the fact that
stunning examples of nonviolence exist—
even among the Afghan Pashtuns.

Perhaps a hillion or two dollars spent on
training thousands (both Just War and

pacifist folks) for disciplined peacemaker
teams ready to intervene nonviolently in
the most intractable conflicts might be a
wise investment, What exists is possible.

Reference: A Man to Match His Mountains:
Badshah Khan, Nonviolent Soldier of Islam,
by Eknath Easwaran, Miigiri Press, 1984,

Dr. Ron Sider
Is president and

" founder of

Evangelicals for
Social Actlon,

an organization
dedicated to

“a biblical response
to soclal justice.”
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